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Olivier Schwab has been appointed as Executive Director for the World Economic Forum China

The World Economic Forum has maintained a strong relationship with China since 1979

The Beijing Representative Office was established in 2006 as a third centre for Forum activities

For more information about the World Economic Forum: http://www.weforum.org

Geneva, Switzerland 19 October 2011 – Olivier Schwab has been appointed as the new

Executive Director, World Economic Forum China. He will take up this position effective 1 November

2011, succeeding Christophe Weber. Weber will be leaving the Forum after having served in Geneva

in various roles. His three years in Beijing have helped to establish a firm base for the Forum's

presence.

On behalf of the Managing Board, Børge Brende said: "Olivier Schwab has proved himself in his

leadership of the Technology Pioneer Community. His appointment further strengthens the World

Economic Forum's representation in China. It underlines the Forum's commitment to developing its

presence globally and extending it substantially."  

Olivier Schwab said: "I am delighted to be taking up this role. I look forward to building on the

Forum's strong position in China and extending it further in the years ahead. There are few more

exciting places to be in the world right now than China. I particularly look forward to the opportunity

to work closely with the excellent team that we have in Beijing."

The Beijing Representative Office was established in 2006 to provide a third centre for Forum

activities, in addition to Geneva and New York. It supports work across all areas but particularly the

Forum's community of Global Growth Companies. China is the home of the Forum's "Summer

Davos", its Annual Meeting highlighting innovation, particularly in the areas of science and

technology.     

About Olivier Schwab:

Education: 1997, MSc Civil Engineering, EPFL; 1999, MSc Civil and Environmental Engineering, MIT.

Career: 1999-2002 Industry to Industry, Inc., Business Development Manager, Boston and San

Francisco. 2002-03 Mercer Management Consulting, Consultant, Zurich. 2003 Club Airways, airline

charter services, Co-Founder, Geneva. 2003-09 Schindler, Executive Assistant to the President, and

management roles. 2010, World Economic Forum, Director and Head, Technology Pioneers.

Olivier is married with two children.

Notes to Editors

View the best pictures from the Forum on Flickr at http://wef.ch/pix

Watch sessions on demand on YouTube at http://wef.ch/youtube or http://wef.ch/youku
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Become a fan of the Forum on Facebook at http://wef.ch/facebook

Follow the Forum on Twitter at http://wef.ch/twitter and http://wef.ch/livetweet

Check in with the Forum on Foursquare at http://wef.ch/foursquare

Read the Forum Blog at http://wef.ch/blog

Read Forum reports on Scribd at http://wef.ch/scribd

View upcoming Forum events at http://wef.ch/events

Subscribe to Forum News Releases at http://wef.ch/news

The World Economic Forum is an independent international organization committed to improving the

state of the world by engaging leaders in partnerships to shape global, regional and industry

agendas. 

Incorporated as a foundation in 1971 and headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, the World

Economic Forum is impartial and not-for-profit; it is tied to no political, partisan or national interests

(http://www.weforum.org). 
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