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10th anniversary of innovative aid programme celebrates millions of lives saved
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is giving US$ 750 million to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria through innovative funding mechanism
The theme of the 42nd World Economic Forum Annual Meeting is The Great Transformation:
Shaping New Models; for more information, visit http://wef.ch/Davos
Davos-Klosters, Switzerland, 26 January 2012 – The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation today
renewed its commitment to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. Announced at
the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting in Davos-Klosters, Switzerland, the Gates Foundation is
giving US$ 750 million through a promissory note – a new and innovative funding mechanism.
“These are tough economic times, but that is no excuse for cutting aid to the world’s poorest,” said
Bill Gates, Co-Chair of the Gates Foundation. “The Global Fund is one of the most effective ways we
invest our money in every year.”
Providing funding through a promissory note gives the Global Fund the flexibility and authority to
distribute funds efficiently based on immediate needs, leading to greater impact.
“By supporting the Global Fund, we can help to change the fortunes of the poorest countries in the
world,” said Gates. “I can’t think of more important work.”
Global Fund financing helps developing countries fighting against AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria.
This public-private partnership creates economic opportunity and makes those living in poverty less
dependent on aid.
Since 2002, investments in the Global Fund have financed innovative prevention and treatment
programmes in 150 countries with high burdens of disease. The Global Fund continues to save
100,000 lives a month. The Fund has provided antiretroviral treatment to 3.3 million people,
detected and treated 8.2 million people with tuberculosis, and provided 230 million bed nets to
families to prevent malaria.
The new commitment is in addition to the US$ 650 million the Gates Foundation has already
contributed since the Global Fund was launched 10 years ago at the World Economic Forum Annual
Meeting, which convenes the world’s top business and political leaders.
The Foundation commends the recent political and financial commitments to the Global Fund by
donor governments. All donors – rich, middle-income and poor countries, as well as the private
sector – must continue to invest in the lifesaving work of the Global Fund.
On the heels of releasing his fourth annual letter yesterday in London, Gates continued to challenge
global leaders to invest in innovations that are accelerating progress against poverty or risk a future
where millions needlessly die. While there has been tremendous progress against AIDS, TB and
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malaria, more must be done. Through unique partnerships and new financing mechanisms, the
global community has the opportunity to have an even greater impact and save more lives.
With record participation of over 2,600 leaders from government, academia, business and civil
society, the theme of this year’s Annual Meeting is The Great Transformation: Shaping New Models.
The Co-Chairs of the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2012 are: Yasuchika Hasegawa
, President and Chief Executive Officer, Takeda Pharmaceutical, Japan; Vikram Pandit, Chief
Executive Officer, Citi, USA; Paul Polman, Chief Executive Officer, Unilever, United
Kingdom; Alejandro Ramirez, Chief Executive Officer, Cinepolis, Mexico; Sheryl Sandberg,
Chief Operating Officer, Facebook, USA; and Peter Voser, Chief Executive Officer, Royal Dutch
Shell, Netherlands.
Notes to Editors
Find more information about the Annual Meeting 2012 at http://wef.ch/Davos
View the best photographs from the Annual Meeting on Flickr at http://wef.ch/pix
Watch live webcasts of the sessions on Livestream at http://wef.ch/live
Watch the sessions on YouTube at http://wef.ch/youtube or Youku at http://wef.ch/youku
Ask a World Leader on YouTube: http://wef.ch/askaleader
Become a fan of the Forum on Facebook at http://wef.ch/facebook
Follow the Forum on Twitter at http://wef.ch/twitter and http://wef.ch/livetweet
Listen to the Forum Podcast at http://wef.ch/podcast
Read the Forum Blog at http://wef.ch/blog
Read Forum reports on Scribd at http://wef.ch/scribd
Follow the Meeting on the iPhone at http://wef.ch/app
Upcoming Forum events at http://wef.ch/events
Subscribe to Forum News Releases at http://wef.ch/news
Connect with the Forum at http://wef.ch/connect

The World Economic Forum is an independent international organization committed to improving the
state of the world by engaging leaders in partnerships to shape global, regional and industry
agendas.
Incorporated as a foundation in 1971 and headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, the World
Economic Forum is impartial and not-for-profit; it is tied to no political, partisan or national interests
(http://www.weforum.org).
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