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Türkçe
Regional connectedness requires shared solutions to political and economic problems
Political turbulence in Syria and the Palestinian Territories poses challenges to the regionʼs stability
Increasing investment by business is essential to meet the regionʼs social and political challenges
More information about the World Economic Forum on the Middle East,
North Africa and Eurasia is available at http://www.weforum.org/eumena12
Istanbul, Turkey, 5 June 2012 ‒ Regional connectedness will lead to greater economic and political stability, Arab
leaders said in the opening plenary of the World Economic Forum on the Middle East, North Africa and Eurasia in
Istanbul, Turkey. The meeting, convening under the theme “Bridging Regions in Transition”, marks the first time in
its 42-year history that the Forum has gathered leaders for a special cross-regional meeting.
“Any problem in one country has something to do with another country,” said RecepTayyip Erdoğan, Prime Minister
of Turkey. When war, conflict, migration and terror take place in a neighbouring country, those events have an
effect on oneʼs own country, he added.
Turkeyʼs active engagement in regional affairs as well as its growth model, combining democratic governance and
economic stability in the face of pronounced global challenges, could offer lessons for other nations in the region.
Political turmoil in Syria and the on-going stalemate in the Arab-Israeli peace process are two issues that
underscore the need for regional cooperation.
“Today, we are not at war or at peace [with Israel],” said Mahmoud Abbas, President of the Palestinian National
Authority. “This could go on for decades.” Abbas called on Israel to accept the Arab Peace initiative, particularly in
the face of rapid changes in the region since the Arab Spring. “This opportunity might not stay on the table for long
because the region is currently in turmoil,” he said.
Tunisia, which served as a “cradle” for the Arab Spring, has become the focus of international attention as
it transitions to democracy. Hammadi Jebali, Prime Minister of Tunisia, observed that the nationʼs political turmoil
was inextricably linked to its economic difficulties. Rebuilding a strong foundation for democracy and prosperity will
require significant economic development. Jebali issued a call to Arab businesses in particular: “You need to invest
in democracy. We all need to invest in democracy. We need to support this Tunisian model”.
The diversity of the region is reflected in the Co-Chairs of the meeting:
Frederico Curado, President and Chief Executive Officer, EMBRAER, Brazil
Ibrahim S. Dabdoub, Group Chief Executive Officer, National Bank of Kuwait, Kuwait
Muhtar A. Kent, Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer, The Coca-Cola Company, USA
Andrey L. Kostin, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, VTB Bank, Russian Federation
Giuseppe Recchi, Chairman, Eni, Italy
Güler Sabanci, Chairman and Managing Director, Haci Ömer Sabanci Holding, Turkey
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Doğuş Group and Doğan TV Holding are the host broadcasters of the World Economic Forum on the Middle East,
North Africa and Eurasia.
Notes to Editors
Follow the World Economic Forum on the Middle East, North Africa and Eurasia: http://wef.ch/EUME12
Flickr photos from the event are available here: http://wef.ch/eumepix
Watch participants respond to questions from the public: http://wef.ch/socialmediacorner (hashtag #WEFASK)
Watch live webcasts of sessions at http://wef.ch/live
Follow the Forum on Twitter at http://wef.ch/twitter and http://wef.ch/livetweet (hashtag #WEF)
Follow tweets from participants on our Twitter list http://twitter.com/davos/eumetweets
Read the Forum Blog at http://wef.ch/blog
Become a fan of the Forum on Facebook at http://wef.ch/facebook
Follow the Forum on Google+ at: http://wef.ch/gplus
Follow the meeting on iPhone at http://wef.ch/iPhone

The World Economic Forum is an international institution committed to improving the state of the world through
public-private cooperation in the spirit of global citizenship. It engages with business, political, academic and other
leaders of society to shape global, regional and industry agendas.
Incorporated as a not-for-profit foundation in 1971 and headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland,
the Forum is independent, impartial and not tied to any interests. It cooperates closely with all
leading international organizations (www.weforum.org).
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