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The World Economic Forum’s fifth Summit on the Global Agenda ends with a call for world

leaders to take a long-term global perspective and not to be too focused on internal problems

Regional leaders agreed to improve communications and links with the UN, and contribute to

shaping a development agenda for after the Millennium Development Goals target of 2015

More information about the Summit

on the Global Agenda 2012 is

available here: http://www.weforum.org/events/summit-global-agenda-2012

Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 14 November 2012 – The World Economic Forum’s fifth

Summit on the Global Agenda ended today with a call for world leaders to take a long-term

global perspective and not be too focused on domestic problems. “2013 will be a very crucial

year, with many rupture points,” warned Klaus Schwab, Founder and Executive Chairman, World

Economic Forum, in the closing session. Relaying the concerns of Summit participants, he added: “I

appeal to the world’s leadership, particularly in those countries with new leaders in place or where

the current leaders have been reconfirmed, to devote sufficient time and positive energy to look

after our global issues and not just to be absorbed with internal problems. Let’s make 2013 a year of

true global cooperation.”

More than 1,000 thought leaders and experts on the most significant global challenges – members of

the Forum’s 88 Global Agenda Councils – participated in this year’s Summit, up from 700 in Abu

Dhabi last year. Among them were more than 260 business leaders, nearly 100 more than in 2011,

and 253 women, more than double the number at the fourth Summit. That more than 120 of this

year’s participants have been to all five past Summits underscored the commitment of the members

of the Global Agenda Councils to contributing to the shaping of solutions to the most critical global

issues.

Concurrent to this year’s Summit, the Forum convened the Inaugural Global Meeting of Regional

Organizations, which aimed to promote dialogue, the exchange of ideas and cooperation among the

over 50 regional organizations around the world. The two-day meeting ended yesterday, with

regional leaders from Asia, Europe, Africa, the Middle East and Latin America committing to

developing closer links with the United Nations and other global multilateral organizations. They also

agreed to contribute to shaping the UN development agenda for after 2015, the target year of the

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

In the closing plenary of the Summit on the Global Agenda, Co-Chair Sultan Bin Saeed Al

Mansoori, Minister of Economy of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), told participants that global
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collaboration is essential to addressing the most pressing challenges confronting the world. “The

hosting of this key event by the UAE reflects its growing role in enhancing international dialogue, in

close coordination with the international community, to improve the world’s future and make it a

better place to live. We are confident that the discussions held at this Summit will set the agenda for

deliberations at the next World Economic Forum Annual Meeting,” which will take place in

Davos-Klosters on 23-27 January 2013 under the theme “Resilient Dynamism”.

Fellow Co-Chair Sami Dhaen Al Qamzi, Director-General, Department of Economic Development,

Government of Dubai, United Arab Emirates, concluded that the Summit “represented an ideal

platform for the exchange of information and experiences on a range of key issues and challenges

facing the region and the world. The event witnessed the next stage of its growth with the launch of

the Global Meeting of Regional Organizations and the addition of roundtable discussions and open

forums for the first time.”

Notes to Editors

Follow the World Economic Forum Summit on the Global Agenda at http://wef.ch/gac12

View photos from the meeting at http://wef.ch/gac12pix

Watch live webcasts of sessions at http://wef.ch/gaclive and on demand at wef.ch/gac12video

Follow tweets from participants using our twitter list at https://twitter.com/wef/gac2012

Submit your comments and questions using the hashtag #globalagenda

Twitter at http://wef.ch/twitter and http://wef.ch/livetweet (hashtag #WEF)

Read the summaries of sessions at wef.ch/gac12sessions

Read the Forum:Blog at http://wef.ch/blog

Become a fan of the Forum on Facebook at http://wef.ch/facebook

Follow the Forum on Google+ at http://wef.ch/gplus

Follow the meeting on iPhone at http://wef.ch/iPhone

The World Economic Forum is an independent international organization committed to improving the

state of the world by engaging leaders in partnerships to shape global, regional and industry

agendas. 

Incorporated as a foundation in 1971 and headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, the World

Economic Forum is impartial and not-for-profit; it is tied to no political, partisan or national interests

(http://www.weforum.org). 
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